Assessment at Crossflatts

Primary School

/Why do we assess?

To make sure the children are learning and making progress in their
different subjects.

To find and fill any gaps in understanding.

To help us to plan what to teach next.

/How do we assess?

By looking at children’s work and through marking.
By observing the children and asking them gquestions.
By giving the children tests at the end of the school year.

By assessing against the end of year expectations for their year

\\‘ group.

/

/When do we assess? \

In every lesson to see what the children have learned and what
they need to learn next.

At the end of every term to make sure the children are making
progress.

At the end of the school year to see if the children have met the
end of year expectations.

/

ﬂhat will replace the old ‘levels’?

Children will be assessed against the End of Year
Expectations for their year group.

Depending on whether they have achieved most of the
expectations or not, they will be referred to as:

Emerging Working towards the End of Year
Expectations.

Achieving the End of Year
Expectations.

Exceeding Achieving above the End of Year
Expectations.

Exceeding + Achieving well above the End of Year
Expectations.




What are Stepping Stones?

Stepping Stones will show the children what they need to work
on throughout the school year.

They will help parents to support their children by showing
what the end of year expectations are.

All of the End of Year Expectations are taken from The
National Curriculum.

There are different Pathways of Stepping Stones for Reading,
Writing and Maths.

The stones can be achieved and ticked off in any order.

To achieve a stone, children must be able to do the skill and
also apply it by themselves in their work.

Each child will have a copy of their Pathways at school as
well as a copy at home.

How will the Pathways work?

Pathway 1 includes the end of year expectations for Year 1. This
is what we would expect Year 1 children to achieve by the end of
the school year.

Pathway 2 includes the end of year expectations for Year 2,
Pathway 3 for Year 3 and so on.

Children will have to achieve the majority of the objectives on
each Pathway before they can move on to the next one.

The new National Curriculum encourages teachers to stretch
children by broadening and deepening their learning rather than
moving them up to the next year’s work. Therefore, children will
not move on to the next Pathway (once they have achieved all of
the objectives) until they are in that particular year group.
Rather, they will practise, apply and master the skills
independently and in a variety of ways. For example, a child in
Year 4 cannot work on Pathway 5.

Your child may be given a copy of previous years’ Pathways if
they need further consolidation of these skills before moving on
to the current year’s Pathway.




How will we identify children who are

‘Exceeding’

the end of year expectations?

Exceeding

This is above the expected standard for depth
of application and understanding.

Good application of learning.

Beginning to apply understanding in more
complex situations.

Exceeding +

This is well above the expected standard for
depth of application and understanding.

Very good application of learning.

Consistently applies understanding creatively
in more intricate situations.

Writing EXAMPLE for ‘exceeding’

A child learns how to write a letter and has
achieved this objective.

A week later, they are asked to write a
letter and they write a very different and
improved letter, including a slightly
different structure - they have decided to
use paragraphs and a style of writing
similar to the work that we did on
complaints last term. Also, they include
the use of richer adjectives to add detail
(a skill we have worked on in the last few
weeks) .

Writing EXAMPLE for ‘exceeding +’

A child learns how to write a letter and has
achieved this objective.

A day later, the child comes to school with a
letter they have written. They have written a
letter to the BBC to ask why their favourite TV
show was replaced by Wimbledon. Even though they
enjoy tennis, it is certainly not as good as what
they wanted to watch.

The letter combines a wide range of learning
concepts from across the year. This child is
combining their learning in creative contexts and
independently developing their own learning.

Maths EXAMPLE for ‘exceeding’
A child learns some number facts to ten.

A week later, when working on number facts, the
child can recall the facts fluently and when
introduced to the concept of flipping or
reversing the facts, grasps this and uses it to
write out a string of 'new' facts in the
classroom's number corner independently.

When asked a challenging problem about the facts,
combining these new number facts with some work
on addition, they can solve it independently.

The child is using these facts in different
orders to solve problems.

The child is combining and enhancing their work
based on applying their knowledge from across the
subject.

Maths EXAMPLE for ‘exceeding +’
A child learns some number facts to ten.

Before the lesson has finished, the child is
teaching their partner backward number facts
using number blocks.

After the weekend, the child comes to school with
an idea - they have been discussing the number
facts with Teddy at home and found that if you
reverse the facts, they answer the questions on
missing numbers we did last week.

The child is independently using these facts and
combining them with other facts to solve
problems.

The child is combining their learning in creative
contexts and independently developing their own
learning.




ll] Assessment must be at the heart of teaching and promote learning.

We will ensure that:

Assessment provides pupils with opportunities to own their learning and to
find out how to improve.

Children take charge of their learning through self and peer assessment.
Assessment provides evidence that guides teaching and learning; it is essential
to planning and can reshape lessons or future lessons in response to children’s
needs.

Assessment provides parents, through ‘Parents’ Evenings’ and reports, with the
information required to support their children's needs.

3) Assessment must be meaningful, manageable

2) Assessment must help to close the learning gap between current and
expected learning.

We will ensure that:

¢  Class teachers take responsibility for analysing the of their
and act upon this knowledge accordingly.
Teachers will be confident in using the whole school tracking system to identify
those making below expected progress, accelerated progress and to plan
interventions where needed.
Following prior assessment, lessons should be planned and differentiated to
stretch the understanding of all pupils.

4) Assessment must raise aspiration and

and well managed. R el

We will ensure that:

Assessment judgements will be moderated within school as well as within the
local cluster.

Assessment of learning (Rising Stars, Try it Tuesdays) is common across year
groups and designed by the class teacher to be inclusive of all abilities.

There is a smart and consistent approach to marking and feedback ensuring
that the pupils have to think deeply in response to comments.

The marking policy is explicitly followed for the benefit of both teachers and
pupils.

Senior managers and leaders will monitor the results of assessments through
rigorous whole school tracking systems allowing judgements to be made about
the effectiveness of the school.

We will ensure that:

*  Learners understand clearly what they are trying to achieve and want to achieve
it.
End of year targets are challenging and at the upper end of achievable.
End of year expectations are clearly pr ted to the children using our Stepping
Stone documentation. These will be found in the front of the children’s learning
journals and maths books.
Assessments will be project based to ensure that we test the depth and breadth
of the children’s understanding.
‘Assessment for Learning’ written feedback will inspire greater effort and a belief
that, through hard work and practise, more can be achieved. Children will be
given the time that they need to respond to marking and use it to act on their
next steps.

Everyone should now have received their copies of the

Stepping Stones. If you have not received copy for

your child, please see your child’s class teacher.




Examples of Stepping Stone Pathways

Year 1 Reading:




Year 2 Maths:







Year 4 Reading:




Year 6 Writing:
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